
 

 
11th December 2020  
 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

The SQA has made significant changes to the 2021 exam diet by removing National 5 exams and, more recently, those at 
Higher and Advanced Higher level. I am writing at this point to provide some detail regarding how this will affect our young 
people normally due to sit exams in May.  

Since the announcement by the Deputy First Minister of the cancellation of National 5 exams, our Campus, like other schools 
in Scotland, has been interpreting information from SQA regarding how certification will look. Currently, information and 
updates issued by the SQA happen in a rolling programme meaning in reality that decisions for some subject areas have yet 
to be outlined. When these have been finalised for all curricular areas, we will share information with you and signpost any 
useful online support and documentation. 

Regardless of the finalisation of subject by subject details from the SQA, what is clear is that all National 5 results for this 
session will derived from teacher estimates. These estimate grades will be based on pupil evidence throughout the session 
and subject to further scrutiny and quality assurance by the Local Authority and SQA themselves. Evidence, as expected, 
varies between subject areas and, as I write this letter, not all subject areas have yet been issued with the type of evidence 
expected. However, there are several consistencies set out by the SQA across all subjects that we can share regarding the 
evidence they expect to see: 

The amount of evidence: 

- two to four items of quality work (quality over quantity). 

The type of evidence: 

-  all evidence must be in line with nationally agreed standards set by SQA.  

Individual subject areas will provide greater detail of their expectations once SQA have released all information.  

At this point, there is no guidance regarding what or how evidence will be gathered for Higher and Advanced Higher 
Students. SQA will provide further details in due course. However, I fully expect the procedures to largely mirror the 
guidance for National 5.   Therefore, evidence will be collected throughout the course of this session and be a reflection of 
each candidate’s best work. Staff have been planning from the start of the session for this eventuality, so I hope that you 
take some reassurance from this.   

To further support our young people, we will continue to utilise the practice of mock exams for National 5, Higher and 
Advanced Higher candidates. These, predominately classroom based exams, will take place towards the end of January and 
details will be released once our Mock Exam Timetable arrangements are fully finalised. With this I mind, if your son / 
daughter is self-isolating, it is essential that they continue to work at home.  Further, the growing volume of resources, 
support materials and useful web links on our Satchel:One (formerly Show My Homework)  and Google Classroom platforms 
mean there are plenty of ways for them to keep up-to-date with learning and in contact with their teachers.  

I will continue to communicate with you as SQA release more information regarding the certification process and how this 
will impact on our young people.  In the meantime, should you require further information, please contact Mr Duff, our SQA 
Coordinator.  

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Alan Dick 
Head Teacher  
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